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SCEPA’s History 

David Gordon joins the Economics 
Department at the Graduate Faculty of the 
New School for Social Research (NSSR).

Following in Gordon’s footsteps, 
Taylor builds CEPA’s research profile 
encouraging critical perspectives of 
mainstream economics.

The MacArthur Foundation supports a CEPA 
working paper series on “Globalization, 
Labor Markets, and Social Policy.” 

CEPA conference features remarks and 
research by Jeff Madrick, Duncan Foley, 
and Amartya Sen.

John Eatwell leaves CEPA to become 
president of Queen’s College at Cambridge. 

We’re grateful to all who have contributed to our work 
and impact over these 25 years, including our New 
School faculty, administration, students, and staff 
as well as our network of SCEPA Senior Fellows and 
dedicated SCEPA staff. We look forward to working 
together for a more equitable society.

Will Milberg becomes Dean of the New 
School for Social Research. 

First CEPA Conference—Eatwell, Taylor, 
and Milberg present.
•  Research discussed alternative 

macroeconomic issues.
•  Milberg presented research on trade and 

the protective role of the state.

David Gordon founded the Center for 
Economic Policy Analysis (CEPA). 

Founding Team (clockwise from top left): 

•  David Gordon, NSSR Professor of Economics

•  John Eatwell, Cambridge University Professor of 
Economics

•  William Janeway, Cambridge PhD and 
businessman

•  William Milberg, NSSR Professor of Economics 
and current Dean of the NSSR

David Gordon founded the Institute 
for Labor Education and Research, an 
organization that would later become CEPA.

The Institute’s mission was to educate union 
members on economics and provide models 
useful for policy. 

David Gordon recruits economist Lance 
Taylor to The New School and CEPA. 

Lance Taylor takes over as CEPA 
director after David Gordon passes away 
tragically at age 51. 

Milberg directs CEPA’s new Bernard L. 
Schwartz Lecture Series and project in 
Markets, Equality and Democracy.
•  4-year project included lectures, research 

papers, and policy briefs and supported 
research associates. 

•  Research focused on understanding the 
conditions under which the profit-seeking 
activities of private firms can also serve 
broader social goals.

In honor of support from philanthropist 
and businessman Bernard Schwartz, 
CEPA becomes the Schwartz Center for 
Economic Policy Analysis (SCEPA).

Ghilarducci testifies in the U.S. Congress 
on the impact of the financial crisis on 
workers’ retirement security.

Conference on infrastructure spending 
and economic growth results in 
publication of progressive policy solutions 
to create a national infrastructure bank.

Ford Foundation supports CEPA’s research 
project, International Capital Markets and 
the Future of Economic Policy. 

•  Results in book by Eatwell and Taylor, 
Global Finance At Risk

New School President Bob Kerry 
recruits Notre Dame economist Teresa 
Ghilarducci to The New School and to 
serve as SCEPA’s new director.

SCEPA and the University of 
Massachusetts Amherst join with the 
Ford Foundation to bring together 15 
progressive economists to build policies 
for a new America to address joblessness, 
pensions, and housing crisis. 

SCEPA inaugurates its Economics of 
Climate Change project under the direction 
of Economics Professor Willi Semmler. 

•  With the support of the Alex C. Walker 
foundation and the Fritz Thyssen 
Stiftung, the project hosts its first of two 
international conferences and launches an 
annual seminar series.

John Eatwell returns to deliver SCEPA’s 
annual Robert Heilbroner Memorial 
Lecture on the Future of Capitalism.

Professors Duncan Foley and Lance Taylor 
begin SCEPA’s Sustainable Growth project 
with support from the Institute for New 
Economic Thinking (INET). The multi-year 
research project investigates how nations 
can reconcile their needs for growth, 
stability and sustainability.

Economists Laura Carvalho, Michelle Holder, 
Stephanie Kelton and Nelson Barbosa join 
SCEPA as Senior Fellows.

SCEPA hosts a Deficit Commission 
Project and Age of Austerity lecture 
series to question the effectiveness of 
austerity measures as a response to the 
Great Recession.

The Retirement Equity Lab (ReLab) is 
created to house SCEPA’s ongoing work 
investigating the political economy of 
aging populations. 

In response to the pandemic’s economic 
fallout, SCEPA creates a policy forum 
for New School economists to discuss 
policies responding to the recession. 

The Senior Fellow program expands 
SCEPA’s network of engaged scholars 
across academia and policy. 

•  First class of Senior Fellows includes 
economists Bill Rodgers, Lauren Schmitz, 
Darrick Hamilton, Heather Boushey and 
Rick McGahey. 

In November, SCEPA’s Retirement Equity Lab 
published a 10-point policy agenda for the 
Biden Administration to protect older workers 
and secure a dignified retirement for all.

ReLab offers fellowships to PhD students 
studying older workers in the labor 
market and the retirement crisis.

•  Fellowships and research positions 
support SCEPA’s role as a springboard for 
students to move into high-level policy jobs 
in government, research institutes, and 
advocacy organizations as well as academia.

•  In the photo, ReLab Fellow Kyle Moore and 
Research Associate Andrew Minster join a 
SCEPA panel with economist Anne Case 
and Nobel Prize winner Angus Deaton. 

SCEPA proudly says goodbye to Senior 
Fellow and New School economics PhD 
Heather Boushey as she is appointed  
to President Biden’s Council on  
Economic Advisors.

SCEPA released a landmark study on 
the cost of New York’s “self-financing” 
project to redevelop Hudson Yards. The 
work, co-authored by Associate Director 
Bridget Fisher, launched SCEPA’s Critical 
Public Finance project. 


